“Killing an arab” by The Cure: is this a racism? by Husaini, Rizqi & Fahas, Rida
English Teaching Journal: A journal of English Literature, Linguistics, and Education 
Vol.9, No.2, December 2021, pp. 137~145 
ISSN: 2338-2678 DOI: 10.11591/etj.v9i2.10907      137 
  
Journal homepage: http://e-journal.unipma.ac.id/index.php/etj 
Analysis of Imagery Used in Songs Lyrics of Album Take Off 
Your Pants and Jacket by Blink–182 
 
 
Rizqi Husaini1, Rida Fahas1 
1Department of English Education, Universitas PGRI Madiun 
 
Article Info  ABSTRACT  
Article history: 
Received June 12, 2021 
Revised September 20, 2021 
Accepted November 30, 2021 
 
 The aims of this research are finding out the kind of Imagery used in song 
lyrics of album Take off Your Pants and Jacket by Blink 182, meaning of 
each kind of Imagery found in song lyrics of album Take off Your Pants and 
Jacket by Blink 182, and knowing the most dominant Imagery used in song 
lyrics of album Take off Your Pants and Jacket by Blink 182. However, this 
album contains 13 songs, but only 3 songs that will be analyzed in this 
research. The researchers used a descriptive qualitative method, in which the 
data are described systematically to get an accurate and factual result. The 
result of the discussion, it can be concluded that there are Fifteen Visual 
Imagery, One Auditory Imagery, One Olfactory Imagery, Seven Kinesthetic 
Imagery, and Six Organic Imagery. Thus, it can also be said that from the 
three song titles in general there are five characteristics that appear in Take 
off Your Pants and Jacket by Blink 182 is only 5 of the 6 Imageries used. 
The most dominant among the five characteristics is Visual Imagery with a 
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1. INTRODUCTION  
Language is one of the tools that humans use to convey ideas, ideas, and thoughts into oral and 
written forms. In other words, language is one's tool in communicating with others. In this time, people 
can speak with others through song. Through song someone could convey his voice to many people, so 
that people can understand their feelings. Currently a lot of songs can express our feelings, such as songs 
with the theme of love, social, political, and others. 
Song is a part of literature. It is a way of life for humans. If an important occasion is a meal, 
songs are its spices – leaving the meal incomplete without them (Dudrah, 2008). Songs have been an 
amusing companion for human beings for as long as or even longer than we can speak. Songs are highly 
expressive. Some convey love and emotions; some tell a memorable and moving story; some embody 
one’s dreams and ideals; and some reminisce about the golden past. The combination of elements of 
music with the elements of song lyrics is one form of mass communication from the song that formed. 
Then we also added that the song lyrics are a person's expression of a thing that has been seen, 
heard or experienced. In expressing his experience, a poet or songwriter engages in words and language 
to create appeal and uniqueness to his lyrics or poems (Awe, 2003). 
The lyrics have two meanings: (1) literary works (poems) containing personal feelings, (2) 
composition of a song (Moeliono in Peny, 2003). In using the lyrics of a poet or songwriter it must be 
really good at word processing. The word song has a rhythmic sound meaning (Moeliono in peny, 2003).   
Many authors use this kind of language style to transfer their impression about something in their literary 
works to give special effects and unique understanding in every sentence of their works. Through the 
lyrics of songs in the form of messages and oral and sentences serve to create an atmosphere and 
imagination to the audience and create a variety of meanings. 
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Talking about the lyrics, there is so much imagery that is contained in the lyrics of songs. 
Altenbernd (in Pradopo, 2007) views that imagery is images in the mind and language that describe them. 
In the lyrics of the song, to give a clear picture, to create a special atmosphere, to make (more) live 
images in mind and sensing and also to attract attention, the songwriter also uses images of imagination 
(mind), in addition to other poetic tools. 
In this study, the researcher finds several problems that the researcher finds interesting to 
investigate further. Some of these problems include language styles, especially the kind imagery 
contained in the lyrics of Blink 182's songs in the album Take off Your Pants and Jacket, and how the 
style of language was to form meaning in each lyric so it can be understood as the reason for the election. 
Style or specifically the style of language is known in rhetoric with the term style. The style of 
style is part of the diction or word choice which concerns whether or not the use of words, phrases, or 
clauses is suitable for dealing with linguistic hierarchies, both at the level of individual choice of words, 
phrases, clauses, sentences and discourses as a whole. Style or style of language can be limited as a way 
of expressing the mind through language that typically shows the soul and personality of the language 
user (Keraf, 2002). He also expressed that a good language style must contain the following three 
elements: honesty, courtesy, and interest (Keraf, 2002). Tarigan (2009) suggests that the style of language 
is a rhetorical form, namely the use of words in speaking and writing to convince or influence the listener 
or reader. When viewed from the language function, the use of the language style is included in the poetic 
function, which makes the message heavier. 
Stylistics is the science related to style and style of language. But generally more refers to the 
style of language. So, in the broadest sense, stylistics as a science of style, covers various ways in human 
activities. (Ratna, 2009). She also describes the "style of language" (stylistic) as an element of literary 
work as a result of the way in which language is formed so that it creates an aesthetic effect. Before that, 
Verdonk (2002) also views stylism, or the study of style, as a typical expression analysis in the language 
to describe certain goals and effects. Then, imagery is images in the mind and language that describe 
them, while every thought is called an imagery or image (Altenbernd in Pradopo, 2005). Generally, in the 
lyrics of the song, to give a clear picture, to create a special atmosphere, to make (more) live images in 
mind and sensing and also to attract attention, the songwriter also uses images of imagination (mind), in 
addition to other poetic tools. 
Furthermore according to Sayuti (2002) imagery is a word or series of words that can arouse the 
experience of sensuality in the cavity of imagination which is often an illustration in wishful thinking 
(Sayuti, 2002).He simply states that the image is the impression formed in keeping the imagination 
through a word or sequence of words, which is often a description in the fantasy. Or imagery is a picture 
of the sense experience, in a poem that consists not only of mental images but something that is capable 
of touching or evoking other senses. 
Imagery represents an image a reader or hearer captures in his mind. In this respect, an image 
refers to a concrete representation of sense impression, feeling and idea. Images appeal to one or more of 
our senses (Yanni, 2002). According to Sayuti (2002) images can be divided according to the type of 
senses or feelings, namely visual imagery (vision), auditory imagery (hearing), kinesthetic imagery 
(motion), thermal/tactile imagery (touch), olfactory imagery (smell), and gustatory (taste) imagery. Yanni 
(2001) describes  imagery in a poem in more operational, such as visual imagery in a sight, auditory 
imagery in a sound), kinesthetic imagery in a movement of body, olfactory imagery for smell, gustatory 
imagery for a taste, tactile imagery for a touch, organic imagery for a body sensation. There are seven 
forms of imagery; Visual Imagery: The word image perhaps mostly suggests a mental picture, something 
sense in the mind’s eye. Visual imagery, Auditory Imagery, Kinesthetic Imagery, Olfactory Imagery 
(smell), Gustatory Imagery (taste), Tactile Imagery, Organic Imagery. 
Thus, the aims of this research are finding out the kind of Imagery used in song lyrics of album 
Take off Your Pants and Jacket by Blink 182, meaning of each kind of Imagery found in song lyrics of 
album Take off Your Pants and Jacket by Blink 182, and knowing the most dominant Imagery used in 
song lyrics of album Take off Your Pants and Jacket by Blink 182. 
 
 
2. RESEARCH METHOD  
In this research, the researcher used a descriptive qualitative method, in which the data are 
described systematically to get an accurate and factual result. Qualitative research is a means for 
exploring and understanding the meaning of individuals or groups a scribe to a social or human problem 
(Creswell, 2009). This research was carried out by formulating problems, collecting data, classifying data 
and analyzing data. 
English Teaching Journal ISSN: 2338-2678  
 
Analysis of Imagery Used in Songs Lyrics of Album …  (Rizqi Husaini) 
139 
To identify the imagery, a description of the characteristics of the image itself is needed. The 
following is a table describing the imagery characteristics of song lyrics in a code. 
Table 1.  Characteristics of Visual Imagery. 
No Characteristic of visual imagery (IM1) 
1 Caused by the sense of sight (eyes). 
2 Provides stimulation to the eyes so that it seems to be able to see 
something that is actually not visible. 
 
 
Table 2. Characteristics of Auditory Imagery. 
No Characteristic of auditory imagery(IM2) 
1 Caused by the sense of hearing (ears). 
2 Provide stimulation to the ear so that it seems to hear something. 
 
Table 3. Characteristics of Olfactory Imagery. 
No Characteristic of olfactory imagery (IM3) 
1 Related to the sense of smell (nose). 
2 Words that contain this image describe as if the object has a smell. 
 
Table 4. Characteristics of Gustatory Imagery. 
No Characteristic of gustatory imagery (IM4) 
1 Related to the sense of taste (tongue). 
2 Through this imagery as if we can feel something that is bitter, sour, 
sweet, and others. 
 
Table 5.  Characteristics of Tactile Imagery. 
No Characteristic of tactile imagery (IM5) 
1 Related to the sense of touch (skin). 
2 Through this image it is as if we can feel something rough, soft, smooth, 
wet and so on. 
 
Table 6.  Characteristics of Kinesthetic Imagery. 
No Characteristic of kinesthetic imagery (IM6) 
1 Related to the object moves. 
2 Objects can be in the form of living things or inanimate objects. (Living 
things; flowers, trees, etc.  Inanimate object ; stone, fire, water, etc) 
 
Table 7. Characteristics of Organic Imagery. 
No Characteristic of organic imagery (IM7) 
1 This image involves the heart (feeling). 
2 Helps us in living an object or event involving feelings. 
 
 
3. RESULTS AND ANALYSIS  
In this section the researcher discusses the results of research analysis. The discussion is done by 
determining the characteristics of each imagery in each song lyrics. After that, the researcher includes the 
code that has been determined according to the characteristic table of poetry images. The results of this 
research discussion in the form of types of imagery found in 3 lyrics of the song album "Take off Your Pants 
and Jacket" by Blink-182 (2001). The following is a discussion of the results of the analysis. 
3.1. Lyric : Story of a Lonely Guy 
The fifth track from Take off Your Pants and Jacket, “Story of a Lonely Guy” is about a lonely 
guy who likes a girl but is too embarrassed and shy to do anything and so he stays alone and sad. 
 
Story of a Lonely Guy 
 
Push it out, fake a smile 1 
Avert disaster just in time  
I need a drink, cause in a while  
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Worthless answers from friends of mine  
  
It's dumb to ask, cool to ignore 5 
Girls possess me but they're never mine  
I made my entrance  
Avoided hazards  
Checked my engine I fell behind  
  
I fell behind 10 
  
She makes me feel like it's raining outside  
And when the storms gone I'm all torn up inside  
I'm always nervous on days like this like the prom  
I get too scared to move cause I'm a fuckin' boy  
  
Remember when I was in 15 
The grocery store, now's my time  
Lost the words, lost the nerve,  
Lost the girl, left the line  
  
I would wish upon a star  
But that star, it doesn't shine 20 
So read my book, with a boring ending  
A short story of a lonely guy  
  
Who fell behind  
  
She makes me feel like it's raining outside  
And when the storms gone I'm all torn up inside 25 
I'm always nervous on days like this like the prom  
I get too scared to move cause I'm a fuckin' boy  
  
She makes me feel like it's raining outside  
And when the storms gone I'm all torn up inside  
I'm always nervous on days like this like the prom 30 
I get too scared to move cause I'm still  
Just a stupid, worthless boy 32 
 




Identification of images found in “Story of a Lonely Guy” by Blink-182 is seen in the table below.  
Table 1.  Table of Imagery found in “Story of a Lonely Guy” lyric. 




Checked my engine and I fell behind. 
And when the storms are gone I'm all torn up 
inside.  
The grocery store, now's my time. 
I would wish upon a star. 











Push it out, fake a smile. 
Avoided hazards. 




3. Organic Imagery 
(IM7) 
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I get too scared to move cause I'm a fuckin' boy. 





Description of the imagery: IM1, IM6, IM7 are as follows: 
a. Checked my engine I fell behind (IM1). 
In the sentence above, the word "check" means looking carefully to find out the situation. This 
means an activity that is connected to the sense of sight. 
b. And when the storms are gone I'm all torn up inside (IM1). 
In the word "the storms gone", the songwriter shows that there has been a storm and the storm is 
gone now, the storm that was there and is now gone can be shown by the sense of sight. 
c. The grocery store, now's my time (IM1). 
In this part, the songwriter uses the word "grocery store", this shows that the thing that can be felt 
through the sense of sight. 
d. I would wish upon a star (IM1). 
From this sentence, this is the same as the above entry in the type of Visual Imagery, this can be 
seen in the word "upon a star ", and the star can be felt by the sense of sight. 
e. So read my book, with a boring ending (IM1). 
In the sentence above, the word "read" means to see and understand the contents of what is written. 
Obviously reading is an activity that involves the sense of sight. 
f. Push it out, fake a smile (IM6). 
In the sentence above, the word "push it out" means moving from the inside out. This means there is 
a movement, and this is one of the characteristics of Kinesthetic Imagery. 
g. Avoided hazards (IM6). 
Songwriters try to show an element of movement, it’s seen in the phrase "Avoided hazards", in the 
word "hazard" means moving to avoid something. 
h. She makes me feel like it's raining outside (IM6). 
From the sentence above in the word "it’s raining outside", the songwriter shows as if he is like rain, 
moving from the sky down. This is a characteristic of Kinesthetic Imagery. 
i. I'm always nervous on days like this like the prom (IM7). 
In the sentence above, in the word "nervous" the songwriter tries to illustrate his doubt, nervousness 
is the feeling that comes from the human self. 
j. I get too scared to move cause I'm a fuckin' boy (IM7). 
The sentence above, in the word "scared" states that the songwriter feels afraid (fear) facing 
something. Feelings of fear are feelings that come from within humans. 
k. A short story of a lonely guy (IM7). 
This section the songwriter illustrates a lonely boy. It can be seen in the word "lonely", it means the 
silence. Lonely is a feeling of silence that comes from human beings.  
 The result of the study has the same result with Yastanti & Safitri (2016) that there are three kinds 
of result analysis on song lyrics namely auditory imagery, kinesthetic imagery, visual imagery and organic 
imagery and the forming is about a woman's life.  
 
3.2. Lyric : The Rock Show 
“The Rock Show” explores the thoughts and behavior of a teenage punk-rocker who goes to the 
Vans Warped Tour, and subsequently falls in love with a girl there. 
 
The Rock Show 
 
Hanging out behind the club on the weekend 1 
Acting stupid, getting drunk with my best friends  
I couldn't wait for the summer and the Warped Tour  
I remember it's the first time that I saw her there  
  
She's getting kicked out of school cause she's failing 5 
I'm kind of nervous cause I think all her friends hate me  
She's the one, she'll always be there  
She took my hand and that made it I swear  
  
Because I fell in love with the girl at the rock show  
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She said "what?" and I told her that I didn't know 10 
She's so cool, I'm gonna sneak in through her window  
  
Everything's better when she's around  
I can't wait till her parents go out of town  
I fell in love with the girl at the rock show  
  
When we said we were gonna move to Vegas 15 
I remember the look her mother gave us  
Seventeen without a purpose or direction  
We don't owe anyone a fucking explanation  
  
I fell in love with the girl at the rock show  
She said "what?" and I told her that I didn't know 20 
She's so cool, I'm gonna sneak in through her window  
  
Everything's better when she's around  
I can't wait till her parents go out of town  
I fell in love with the girl at the rock show  
  
Black and white picture of her on my wall 25 
I waited for her call  
She always kept me waiting  
  
And if I ever got another chance  
I'd still ask her to dance  
Because she kept me waiting 30 
  
I fell in love with the girl at the rock show  
She said "what?" and I told her that I didn't know  
She's so cool, I'm gonna sneak in through her window  
  
Everything's better when she's around  
I can't wait till her parents go out of town 35 
I fell in love with the girl at the rock show  
  
With the girl at the rock show  
With the girl at the rock show  
  
(I'll never forget tonight) with the girl at the rock show [Repeats] 39 
taken from https://lirik.kapanlagi.com/artis/blink-182/the-rock-show/ 
 
 
Identification of imageries found in “The Rock Show” by Blink-182 is seen in the table below.  
Table 2.  Table of Imagery found in “The Rock Show” lyric. 




I saw her there. 
She's so cool. 
Everything's better when she's around. 
I remember the look her mother gave us. 









Acting stupid, getting drunk with my best friends. 
She took my hand. 







I'm kind of nervous. 
I think all her friends hate me. 





Description of the imagery: IM1, IM6, IM7 are as follows: 
a. I remember it's the first time that I saw her there (IM1). 
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In the sentence above, the word “I saw” clearly related to the sense of sight (eyes). 
b. Everything's better when she's around (IM1). 
In this part the songwriter also shows the use of visual imagery, it can be seen on the word “when 
she’s around”, meaning the condition that the girl is around, can be felt through the sense of sight. 
c. I remember the look her mother gave us (IM1). 
There is the word "I remember the look of her mother", this shows that the songwriter illustrates that 
he still remembers what his girlfriend's mother's face looks like. 
d. Black and white picture of her on my wall (IM1). 
The sentence above on the word “Black and white” means the color of a picture, color only can be 
seen with the sense of sight (eyes). 
e. Acting stupid, getting drunk with my best friends (IM6). 
In this part there is the word “acting stupid” means activities related to motion, or actions 
committed by someone. The songwriter tries to show that he pretended to be like a fool. 
f. She took my hand and that made it I swear (IM6). 
The sentence above, on the word “took my hand” means the activity pulling (something) towards 
himself. The songwriter tries to show that his girlfriend is pulling his hand, this is related to sense of 
motion. 
g. I'd still ask her to dance (IM6). 
In this part the songwriter shows the use of Kinesthetic Imagery. The word “dance” means the 
activity of moving the body through music. 
h. I'm kind of nervous because I think all her friends hate me (IM7). 
In the sentence above, in the word "nervous" the songwriter tries to illustrate his doubt, nervousness 
is the feeling that comes from the human self. 
i. Because I fell in love with the girl at the rock show (IM7). 
In the word “fell in love”  is an emotion of strong affection from human beings. The songwriter 
shows his feelings to his lovely girlfriend. 
 
3.3. Lyric : Roller Coaster 
“Roller Coaster” is the eight track from the album Take off Your Pants And Jacket. 
 
  Roller Coaster 
 
Breathing deeply, walking backwards 1 
Finding strength to call and ask her  
Roller coaster, favorite ride  
Let me kiss you one last time  
  
Leave me standing here 5 
Act like I'm not around  
The coast will probably never clear  
Can I please go home now?  
  
I had that dream  
About you again 10 
Where I wait outside  
Until you let me in  
And there I stayed  
  
Lay beside me  
And listen at the wall 15 
We'll keep on lying  
Until the summer comes  
  
I had that dream  
About you again  
Where you drive my car 20 
Right off a fucking cliff  
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And now I'm breathing deeply, walking backwards  
Finding strength to call and ask her  
Roller coaster, favorite ride  
Let me kiss you one last time 25 
  
Make me promise  
That I will never tell  
All I remember is  
The way her bedroom smelled  
  
I had that dream 30 
About you again  
Where I wait outside  
Until you let me in  
  
And now I'm breathing deeply, walking backwards  
Finding strength to call and ask her 35 
Roller coaster, favorite ride  
Let me kiss you one last time  
  
Goodnight, goodnight 38 
 
taken from https://lirik.kapanlagi.com/artis/blink-182/roller-coaster/ 
 
 
Identification of imageries found in “Roller Coaster” by Blink-182 is seen in the table below.  
Table 3.  Table of Imagery found in “Roller Coaster” lyrics. 




Roller coaster, favorite ride. 
Act like I'm not around. 
The coast will probably never clear. 
Where you drive my car. 






2. Auditory Imagery 
(IM2) 
And listen at the wall. 15 
3. Olfactory Imagery 
(IM3) 
The way her bedroom smelled. 29 
4. Kinesthetic Imagery 
(IM6) 
Breathing deeply, walking backwards. 1 
 
Description of the imagery: IM1, IM2, IM3, IM6 are as follows: 
a. Roller coaster, favorite ride (IM1). 
In the word “Roller coaster” is an object that can be felt or seen by the sense of sight, the 
songwriter tries to show an object that is a roller coaster. 
b. Act like I'm not around (IM1). 
In the sentence above the songwriter used Visual Imagery. It can be proved in the word “I’m not 
around”, which means like he wasn't there but the reality is only pretending. 
c. The coast will probably never clear (IM1). 
In this part the song writer also shows the use of Visual Imagery. It can be seen in the sentence 
above, “coast” has a similar meaning with “beach”, in here beach is an object that can be felt or 
seen with the sense of sight, and supported by the word "clear", the data "clear" can be felt with the 
visual sense. 
d. Where you drive my car (IM1). 
In the sentence above, the songwriter tries to show the remembering condition where someone 
(girlfriend) drives his car, and the car is an object that can be seen with the sense of sight.  
e. Right off a fucking cliff (IM1). 
“Cliff” has a similar meaning, is the riverbanks (ravines) that are high and steep. An object that can 
be felt with the sense of sight. 
f. And listen at the wall (IM2). 
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In the word “listen”, is an activity that uses the sense of hearing, it is clearly the characteristic of 
Auditory Imagery. 
g. The way her bedroom smelled (IM3). 
The songwriter tries to show the condition of his girlfriend’s bedroom, this condition is how the 
room smells. Smells only can be felt with the sense of smells. 
h. Breathing deeply, walking backwards (IM6). 
In the sentence above, the word“Walking” is an activity that uses the sense of movement. 
The result above is also the same with the study conducted by Yastandi & Susilowati (2020) which 
states that there are five kinds of imagery in Taylor Swift song lyrics. They are visual imagery, auditory 
imagery, kinesthetic imagery, tactile imagery and organic imagery. There are nine visual imagery, one 
auditory imagery, three kinesthetic imagery, two tactile imagery, 19 organic imagery, and thus the 
writers found 34 imagery in three song lyrics of Taylor Swift. Furthermore, Yaito & Termjai (2021) 
report that imagery is more numerous in the British.  
 
4. CONCLUSION  
From the discussion above, it can be concluded that there are Fifteen Visual Imagery, One Auditory 
Imagery, One Olfactory Imagery, Seven Kinesthetic Imagery, and Six Organic Imagery. Thus, it can also 
be said that from the three song titles in general there are five characteristics that appear in Take off Your 
Pants and Jacket by Blink 182 is only 5 of the 6 Imageries used. The most dominant among the five 
characteristics is Visual Imagery with a total of fifteen. 
This research still has many shortcomings, including the limitations of the authors on data sources 
and limited access to search for relevant data sources. In addition, this research still has not touched the 
deepest thing in the analysis of the song because of some of the limitations mentioned above. 
Therefore, for further research, we can explore why The Cure chose Albert Camus' novel as 
inspiration in writing the song. Then the future researchers need to find a lot of data that might appear in 
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